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Out in the

FIELD FLAG IN FLIGHT. One of the combines working a field for Dave Baumann is adorned with an Ameri-

can flag that proudly sails above the top of the combine as it works through a field on Foley Road.

CANOLA. Curtis Hennings’ hand is filled with the tiny canola seeds that his crew harvested last week 

near the family home. Hennings said the field closest to the house turned in a record yield.

COMING OUT FAST. Grain flies out of a combine into a waiting 

grain truck last week as harvest continued for the Baumann family 

along Foley Road.

WAITING. Harvest has been in 

full swing for almost two weeks, 

but plenty of grain is still waiting 

to be harvested.

Journal photos by

Janis Rountree &

Stephen McFadden

HARVEST TIME.  Greenwalt Farms, owned by Brad and David Greenwalt, made one last pass with two combines in one of their fields just 

off of Schoessler Road before retiring for the night.

HARD RED. Century 2 Inc., operated by Butch Gering and Chris Gering, harvested hard red wheat on 

Gering Road near Interstate 90 last week.

PILED UP. The grain runs up the conveyor to the growing wheat pile on the ground at Marcellus Eleva-

tors on Griffith Road.
SUNFLOWERS. A sunflower field owned by Curt and Randy Franz 

is in full bloom off of Kulm Road. Once they are harvested the sun-

flowers are used to make sunflower oil.

Page 2 • The Ritzville Adams County Journal 
Thursday, February 14, 2013 

www.ritzvillejournal.com

From the Files
One hundred years ago

Washington State Journal 

and Ritzville Times

February 13, 1913

It recently has been called to the 

attention of the people of Adams county 

that several protests have been prepared 

and forwarded to the members of the 

legislature against a house bill to change 

the boundary lines of counties. 

One of the best entertainments that 

has been given in Ritzville for many 

months was that of the Washington State 

College in the high school gymnasium 

last Thursday evening. The glee club 

was composed of twenty-five young men 

under the direction of Prof. Strong.  

H. M. Boone, who was just recently 

released from the state penitentiary at 

Walla Walla has announced that he will 

speak in the court house tomorrow on 

what he terms “The Crime of the State.”

At a mass meeting of the residents 

of Sprague and vicinity this afternoon 

resolutions favoring the annexation of 

a portion of Lincoln to Adams county 

were adopted. Five men were appointed 

to secure signatures for a petition to move 

the boundary line. 

Seventy-five years ago
Ritzville 

Journal-Times

February 17, 1938

Forced by tear gas out of a basement 

of the bank he robbed this morning, Jay B. 

Johnson, former manager of the Washing-

ton Water Power company at Sprague, is 

now being held in jail at Sprague awaiting 

removal to the Lincoln county jail. 

Even the lonely sheepherders out in 

the McCall, Benge and Hooper districts 

may soon be carrying “union cards” if 

the CIO gets its way. And then, your 

winter “woolies” will probably bear the 

label “Union Grown by the Amalgamated 

Order of the United Union Sheepherders 

of America.”
If all the news Mrs. Louis Marmes 

of Hooper has written for the Ritzville 

Journal-Times was printed in one book, 

the book would be nearly as large as Noah 

Webster’s brainchild, the unabridged 

dictionary. 
W.O. Miller, pioneer Ritzville attor-

ney, today announced that his son, Wal-

ters, will hereafter be associated with him 

and that the firm name will be changed to 

Miller & Miller.

Fifty years ago
The Ritzville 

Journal-Times

February 14, 1963

Thirty-five juniors and seniors, 

members of the U.S. Government class 

at Ritzville high school will be leaving 

Sunday at noon on a three-day field trip to 

observe government in action in Olympia.

A man picked up for drunken driving 

told officer Lloyd Danielson here at the 

Adams county sheriff’s office Sunday 

evening that he’d find a dead woman in a 

hotel closet in Pasco. The man – Walter 

G. Traviss of Minnesota – told the details 

of the murder he had committed earlier 

that day. 
Far from being overtaken by Rus-

sian electric production and distribution, 

America has a massive leadm is widening 

that lead and promises to continue doing 

so, was the message delivered to the Ritz-

ville Chamber of Commerce members by 

Ken McCord.
Jerry Kagele placed second and 

Larry Schafer third among a field of FFA 

speakers in a sub-district contest held in 

Warden Saturday. Both Ritzville speakers 

are seniors and will compete at districts. 

Twenty-five years ago
Ritzville Adams 

County Journal

February 18, 1988

While urging the city to pursue 

the hazardous waste disposal facility 

the ECOS Corporation has considered 

locating near Ritzville, a local chemist 

also urged extreme caution to ensure the 

facility is safe for area residents. 

Residents of Adams and Whitman 

counties who live along the old Milwau-

kee Road right of way, now claimed by 

the State of Washington, may be joining 

in a lawsuit to recover the former railroad 

land.
The Lind school district board of 

directors spent considerable time at 

their regular meeting Monday, Feb. 15, 

discussing whether or not a sports co-op 

with another school district is desirable 

at this time.
Chris Gering, a senior at Ritzville 

High School, was accepted into the 1988 

All-State Choir with the Washington 

Music Educators gala concent held at the 

University of Puget Sound fieldhouse in 

Tacoma on Feb. 15. Dennis Koch, RHS 

music instructor, also attended.

DAVY CROCKETT, alias Luke McRae, lets ‘Mother Goose’ (Harriet Lynch) adjust 

the microphone for him last Friday as he is about to tell fellow Ritzville Grade School 

students and participants in the Drop Everything and Read program about his favorite 

character in a book he read during the three-week program. 
- Journal photo from 1988

Nails 
by Karin
Now in my NEW Location

207 N. Washington Street, Ritzville

Karin Schaefer, Owner

207 N. Washington St.

(509) 660-0464

Tues. Thru Fri. By Appointment Please

Manicures

Acrylic Nails

Gel Nail Polish

Paraffin Treatment

Spa Pedicures

By Janis Rountree
Staff Writer

Emilee Moeller 

describes herself as “just 

a small town girl.” She 

never dreamed she would 

be living in Hollywood 

and working as an actress 

today. The daughter of 

Kristin (Kayler) Moeller 

and the late Curtis Moeller, 

she grew up on the Moeller 

Ranch outside Ritzville, 

graduated as a Bronco in 

1991 and was an active 

athlete throughout her high 

school career. 
Although Emilee loved 

performing in the only high 

school drama class offered 

at the time, taught 

by Kris Schwisow, 

and attended acting 

classes at Washing-

ton State University 

(WSU), she hadn’t 

seriously considered 

making it a profes-

sion.
“I caught the 

bug,” Emilee said 

about acting. “But I 

didn’t know what to 

do with it.”
Emilee decided 

to focus on another 

interest: protecting 

the environment and 

natural resources, an 

interest she gained 

during college while 

interning in Washing-

ton, D.C. for Speaker 

of the U.S. House of 

Representatives, Tom 

Foley.  
After obtaining a bach-

elor’s degree in Political 

Science/Pre-law at WSU 

with honors, Emilee went 

on to study law at North-

western School of Law, of 

Lewis & Clark College in 

Portland, Ore. 
She chose Lewis & 

Clark because it was the top 

environmental law school 

in the country. While in law 

school, Emilee served on 

two law reviews, worked 

as an extern/law clerk in 

the U.S. Department of 

Justice, Environment and 

Natural Resources Division 

in Washington, D.C., and 

helped to support agricul-

tural and environmental 

groups. After graduating 

from Lewis & Clark, 

Emilee served as a judicial 

clerk in the State Courts of 

Oregon and Alaska. She re-

mained in Alaska for about 

a year and a half.
“Acting kept calling 

me,” she said. “I thought 

I’d grown out of it.”
During a long discus-

sion with Becky (Phipps) 

Crowther, another Ritzville 

graduate and her childhood 

friend, Emilee felt encour-

aged to follow her calling 

and pursue acting no matter 

what it took. 
Emilee’s first step was 

to hire a career transition 

coach. She then began 

investigating the industry, 

weighing her options and 

eventually moved to Las 

Where Are They

NOW
Emilee Moeller: Small town 

girl takes roots to Hollywood
Angeles. 

“L.A. is like the Olym-

pics of acting,” she said. 

“And I’m just a Ritzville 

girl. I was so lucky to have 

had Ritzville teachers and 

coaches. I learned how to 

train.”
Emilee trained for 

two years at a Meisner 

Conservatory School with 

instructor Laura Henry. 

While training with Henry, 

she also earned a master’s 

in tax law from Loyola Law 

School in Las Angeles and 

booked acting parts right 

away. 
Her main interest is in 

film, which she describes 

as an acquired interest from 

watching old movies with 

her mother growing up. 

The Meisner training was 

theatre based, which led to 

Emilee finding an interest 

in theatre.
To date, Emilee has 

performed various acting 

roles on television, com-

mercials, print advertise-

ments and Hollywood the-

atre. Her recognizable roles 

to others includes playing 

a murder victim on the 

CBS TV show “Criminal 

Minds,” the Warner Broth-

ers film “Do Not Disturb,” 

a Wal-Mart commercial, 

a Daisy Cottage Cheese 

commercial and an Aetna 

print advertisement. 
“Comedy is more my 

forte.” Emilee said. “And I 

tend to be drawn to charac-

ters in farce and comedy.”

Emilee’s favorite 

theatrical roles were Phyllis 

from Woody Allen’s play, 

“Central Park West,” and 

Cora from Arnold Bennett’s 

British farce “The Step-

mother,” as well as Cath-

erine in David Auburn’s 

Pulitzer Prize winning play 

“Proof.”
The acting industry 

however is changing.
“The work isn’t just in 

L.A. anymore,” explains 

Emilee. “It’s more regional 

now.”
To balance her career 

Emilee relies on two 

agents, one in Spokane at 

The View Talent Agency 

and the other in L.A. at 

Prodigy Talent. Her agents 

work on finding potential 

jobs for Emilee. They 

submit her headshots and 

resumé to various casting 

directors, and from there 

Emilee is selected to au-

dition for particular roles. 

Because of their work, she 

does not have to attend 

open calls, which many 

other actors do.
Emilee is currently 

working on side projects 

and using her skills to 

start producing, and she 

is writing a feature length 

screenplay. She wants to 

take more control of her 

career. Directors she would 

love to work with are Mike 

Nichols of “The 
Graduate,” David 

Fincher of “The 
Social Network,” 

Terrence Malick of 

“The Tree of Life” 

and Clint Eastwood.
“No one cares 

more about your 
career than you do.” 

Emilee said about act-

ing. “Having an agent 

who believes in you is 

a great plus. But you 

also have to know 

who you are and 
know what you want. 

You have to follow 

what pulls you.”
A valuable 

project Emilee is in-

volved in is called the 

Hollywood Orchard. 

Hollywood Orchard is 

a non-profit organi-

zation that allows commu-

nity members to engage in 

growing and using locally 

harvested fruit. The com-

munity is located near the 

historic Hollywood sign 

and encompasses approx-

imately 14,000 residents 

from Griffith Park to the 

101 Freeway. 
Since the organiza-

tion’s kick-off in 2011, 

Emilee has been actively 

involved. She serves on 

the board of directors and 

as a local “farmer” in the 

orchard. Her agricultural 

background has been a key 

factor in her involvement 

with the organization. 

Emilee said the organi-

zation harvests the neigh-

borhood trees and trans-

ports the fruit to a pop-up 

kitchen, where they prepare 

and preserve the food for 

community events, as well 

as outreach communities 

and food charity organiza-

tions.
“It is a sense of com-

munity,” she said. “It takes 

me back to my small town 

roots.”

(Editor’s Note: This is a 

new monthly feature. It will 

run on the second week of 

the month. We are search-

ing for ideas for this fea-

ture. If you know someone 

we should feature, please 

contact Katelin Davidson 

at 659-1020 or davidson@

ritzvillejournal.com.

Emilee Moeller

OLYMPIA. Sen. Mark Schoesler 

said the jobs-education-budget focus of 

the Senate Majority Coalition Caucus 

is exemplified by a school-construction 

funding bill passed unanimously by the 

Senate Monday.
Typically money for school 

construction is part of the capital budget, 

which lawmakers don’t tend to adopt until 

late in a legislative session. 

Schoesler, R-Ritzville, said Senate 

Bill 5445 would make that money 

available much sooner, placing $475 

million from bond sales into the state 

school-construction account as soon as 

the measure is passed by the Legislature 

and signed by the governor. That amount 

should cover the anticipated size of 

school-district requests for the next two 

years plus $10 million for school-security 

improvements.
“This goes to all three of our 

coalition’s top priorities,” said Schoesler, 

who is Senate Republican Leader and was 

instrumental in creating the bipartisan 

coalition that sets the Senate agenda. “It’s 

good for education because, less than 

one month into the legislative session 

and on the eve of many school district 

bond-issue elections, the matching funds 

those districts need from the state will be 

available sooner.

“Getting the money sooner means 

construction can begin earlier, which is 

good for creating jobs. And it’s smart 

budgeting because it keeps school 

construction from being caught up in any 

other debates about spending on capital 

projects. On top of that we’re able to start 

addressing the heightened concerns we 

have about school safety.”

The school-security measures 

that would be supported by SB 5445 

are outlined in Senate Bill 5197, also 

approved unanimously by the Senate.

That bill would call for silent panic-

alarm systems in schools to speed the 

response time of local law enforcement. 

It would also require that when 

schools are built or undergo more than 

a 40 percent remodel, an “optimal level 

of security” would be incorporated – 

for instance, security cameras or the 

installation of electric door locks.

Schoesler, who began serving the 9th 

Legislative District in the state Legislature 

in 1993, said he can’t remember such a 

forward-thinking approach being taken 

when it comes to school-construction 

funding.
“From the start our coalition has 

been about moving good ideas ahead, and 

this is one of the best ideas I’ve seen,” 

Schoesler said.

Schoesler says passage of early-action 

school-construction bill reflects coalition’s 
Ritzville Adams County Journal  
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25th Year of Derby Dents, Dings & Demolition

FINALS. A parade of combines enter the arena and get into position for the finals of the 25th Lind Combine Demolition Derby.

PHOTO POSE. Ritzville’s Palmer Phillips sports a smile while pos-
ing for pictures as his dad, Reid Phillips records the moment prior to 
the start of Palmer’s first combine derby.

Journal photos by Katelin Davidson, Stephen McFadden and Janis Rountree

MAKING AN IMPACT. Josh Wills pilots the Honey Bucket into a head on collision with The Blue Crew combine, sponsored by Dugger 

Farms.

HONORING OUR TROOPS. Frank Bren made his return to the derby arena with a brand new com-

bine painted in yellow and honoring the nation’s military.

PERFECT CROWD. The weather wasn’t perfect but the crowd certainly was, as the Lind Lions welcomed a standing-room-only audi-

ence.

QUICK REPAIRS. Crew members work quickly to repair Dennis Starring’s combine that needed weld-

ing on the back axle. 

FINAL TOUCHES. Tyler Startin’s crew makes the final repairs on 
his combine, before the final heat when Startin won the derby.

Eastern Adams County’s Only Independent Voice since 1887 — Locally Owned and Operated in the Heart of Wheat CountryThursday, February 28, 2013  Ritzville, Washington, 99169-0288 • Volume 127, Number 9 • www.ritzvillejournal.com Single Copy 50c

FIRE 
CREW 

HONORS 
KLEMMER: 
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 WEATHER  MARKETS  INSIDE High  Low  Prec.  Snow.Feb. 21 43 23  Feb. 22 41 25   Feb. 23 40 27 .24”  Feb. 24 47 25  Feb. 25 41 25 .29” 2.0”Feb. 26 44 24  Feb. 27 44 25   1.39” precipitation year-to-date
.53” precipitation for February

& 20.45 inches of snow this season.(Readings are for previous 24 hours)

Commodity  PriceSoft White Wheat, bushel ................................$7.98Club Premium, bushel......................................$0.00Hard Red Wheat, bushel ..................................$8.04DNS, bushel ......................................................$8.52Barley, ton .....................................................$230.00Steers 500-600 lbs ..........................$140 to $150.00Steers 600-700 lbs ..........................$130 to $143.00Gold ...........................................................$1,594.10* Wheat Prices provided by Ritzville Warehouse Company(Wednesday quotation f.o.b. Ritzville)**Beef prices from Lewiston Livestock Market (1/23/13 per 100#)*** Gold price according to New York Mercantile Exchange

• Investigators say candle ignited fatal Lind Fire last Wednesday  ...................................... Page 2
• Broncos, Tigercats basketball teams head for the state tournament ...................... Page 6-7
• Local youth determined to make a difference in their community .................................. Page 8
Classifieds.............................................. Page 14Legal Notices ......................................... Page 13Public Records ...................................... Page 14Sports .................................................... Page 6-7

RALSTON

Planning meeting 
set for variety 
show, performers 
and volunteers 
wanted

The Ralston Grange is 
inviting anyone interested 
in helping with the planning 
of a variety show to attend a 
meeting at the home of Randy 
Roth on Monday, March 4, at 
6:30 p.m.

The event will serve as 
a benefit for the New Ritz 
Theatre, as the Ritzville 
Downtown Development 
Association embarks on an 
effort to renovate the local 
treasure.

Roth said the variety show 
is tentatively planned for April.

Anyone interested in 
helping to produce such 
an event is asked to attend 
Monday’s meeting.

For more information, 
contact Roth at 659-0893.

RITZVILLE

Casuela’s closes 
unexpectedly

Regular customers of 
Casuela’s Grill in Ritzville 
were faced with an unwelcome 
surprise on Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
when the doors of the popular 
downtown restaurant were  
locked and a sign on the door 
indicated the restaurant had 
ceased its operation. 

“We will remain closed 
indefinitely as of Tuesday, 
February 19, 2013.” 

The sign posted on the 
window continued: “Dear 
valued customers: We regret 
to inform you that, despite our 
repeated attempts to avoid this, 
a recent series of unforeseen 
events have forced us to close 
our doors for an indefinite 
period of time.”

LIND

Chamber moves 
monthly meeting 
to Union Elevator

The Lind Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
a change of location for the 
regular March meeting. 

The meeting will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
March 4, at the Union Elevator 
meeting room located at 103 
North L Street in Lind.  

The Lind Chamber of 
Commerce meets on the first 
Monday of every month. The 
Chamber can be reached at 
677-3655.

Brief
Updates Lind rallies around family

Tragedy unites community in outreach effort

Good Luck, Broncos and Tigercats

When tragedy struck the 
Lind community last week, 
residents and members from the 
surrounding communities united 
to give back to a family who 
suffered a great loss. 

On the evening of 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, a house fire 
broke out and claimed the life 
of three-year-old Amy Allison 
Garcia and displaced her family. 

By the time the news broke 
Thursday morning, Lind School 
District administrators and 
teachers had already began an 
outreach effort to help the family 
rebuild. 

Preschool teacher Lori Olson 
immediately put up a social 
media post asking community 
members for donations of 
clothing and household items. 

The response was immediate 
and outstanding. Donations began 
piling into the Lind-Ritzville 
Middle School and within 24 
hours, school administrators 
began requesting individuals 
to consider making monetary 
donations.

A donation fund was 
established at Columbia Bank in 
Ritzville in memory of Garcia, 
while Jim’s Empire Market 
in Lind began an account for 

the family to use for grocery 
shopping. Both accounts remain 
active and open for donations. 

School faculty members 
began sorting the donations to 
distribute to the family who had 
seven other children living in 
the house at the time of the fire. 
On Friday morning, community 
members brought even more 
donations to the Lind Community 
Church to assist with the sorting 
of the donation items. 

Friday afternoon, a group 
of high school students involved 
in the We Lind Ritzville club 
distributed donation jars to nearly 
30 local businesses to collect 
money for the family. 

The club’s advisor Guy Strot 

announced on Feb. 25 that the 
group had already received over 
$1,000 in donations. The club is 
continuing to collect donations 
until March 1. 

The staff at Sunny Spot 
Floral and Gifts hosted a “Coffee 
for a Cause” fundraiser on 
Monday, Feb. 25, and donated $1 
from every coffee purchase to the 
Lind family. The money collected 
at the fundraiser was immediately 
put into the memorial fund for 
Garcia. 

Fundraising efforts continue 
within the Lind and Ritzville 
communities to help alleviate the 
financial burden on the family. 

Community members are 
currently helping the family make 
funeral arrangements and find a 
new rental property in the area. 

At the end of March, a dinner 
and auction fundraiser has been 
scheduled in an effort to continue 
supporting the family with 
affording basic living costs. The 
auction and dinner is scheduled 
for March 23 at the Lind Grange 
Hall.

The night begins with a 
happy hour at 5 p.m. and is 
followed by a dinner prepared 
by Cathy Jo’s Catering. The live 
auction begins at 7 p.m. and when 

Amy Allison Garcia

the auction concludes, the Garrett 
Bartley Band will perform. 

Tickets for the dinner and 
auction go on sale on March 1 
and cost $15 for adults, $10 for 
seniors, and $5 for children age 
12 and under. 

Tickets are available at 
Sunny Spot, Columbia Bank, 
Sterling Bank, Jim’s Empire 
Market, Lind Town Hall, 
Ritzville Drug Company, and 
at the schools in both Lind and 
Ritzville. 

Individuals interested in 
donating auction items are asked 
to contact Melanie Ziebell at 347-
6074 or Marie Borth at 347-6546. 

For updated information 
about the event, a Facebook event 
page titled “All For Amy” has 
been created. 

Any individual interested 
in making a donation to the 
memorial fund at Columbia Bank 
can make checks to the “Amy 
Allison Garcia Memorial Fund.” 
Columbia Bank can be reached 
at 659-0223 and is located at 201 
West Main Avenue in Ritzville. 

For donations to the account 
at Jim’s Market, contact the store 
at 677-3581. Jim’s Market is 
located at 113 West 2nd Street in 
Lind. 

By Stephen McFadden
Publisher

After nearly 10 years of 
studies and debate, Adams 
County Public Hospital District 
No. 2 finds itself at a crossroads: 
it must either bring its existing, 
60-year-old hospital up to code 
compliance to satisfy the State of 
Washington or construct a new 
hospital.

The district’s commissioners 
and CEO Gary Bostrom 
will tackle the difficult 
and challenging issue with 
community members tonight, 
Thursday, at 6:30 p.m. during 
a town hall style meeting at the 
C.J. Newland American Legion 
Memorial Hall.

The district has long known 
the aging building and its 
antiquated infrastructure was 
an issue. In the past couple of 
years, those issues have become 
urgent tasks following a series of 
inspections by the state that have 
earmarked a number of issues.

During the past year a 
building committee, consisting 
of hospital commissioners and 
a handful of citizens, has met 
routinely to examine the issue.
Last year the committee, led by 
Jerry Snyder and Kirk Danekas, 

recommended the commissioners 
elect to pursue the construction 
of a new hospital.

The cost of bringing 
the current facility into code 
compliance will be substantial 
and will not necessarily make 
it easier for the district to add 
additional healthcare services.

Snyder, one of the newest 
commissioners, recently 
completing his first year of 
service, is quick to admit that he 
was originally opposed to new 
construction.

“I started with the idea 
that we do not need a new 
hospital,” he said. “And being 
on the building committee I was 
pursuing that end. That was my 
goal. The more I got into things, 
and the more I bowed my back 
and said we have to do it this 
way, the more that I found out I 
was wrong.”

One of the major immediate 
issues facing the district is an 
electrical system that wasn’t 
designed to serve the types of 
medical technology currently in 
use at the hospital.

“The needs of today’s 
Critical Access Hospitals in 
terms of electrical inputs is far 
superior to what it was years 
ago,” Snyder said. “And so what 

we have is not adequate to do, 
really what we need to do.”

Rough estimates suggest 
the electrical upgrade alone 
to bring the hospital into code 
compliance, could cost $800,000 
or more.

Additionally, the state is 
mandating the installation of a 
fire suppression sprinkler system 
that will cost up to $100,000. 

The roof of the 60-year-
old building is failing and the 
estimate for a removal and 
replacement of it has come in at 
$234,000.

No matter which way 
the district turns, Snyder 
said, it finds things that must 
be addressed in the existing 
hospital that will costs tens of 
thousands of dollars. He is quick 
to note the presence of asbestos 
throughout the facility will 
make any renovations difficult 
and expensive. The new fire 
sprinklers, for instance, will 
likely have to be mounted in a 
way that doesn’t disturb walls 
and the ceiling because of the 
asbestos.

Several other issues exist. 
The hospitals restrooms are 
not ADA compliant and cannot 
meet the needs of handicapped 
individuals. The facility’s 

phone system is at the end of its 
lifespan and repairs are difficult 
because parts are scarce.

Bostrom notes that building 
a new hospital will be expensive, 
and will require voter support 
of a general obligation bond 
for approximately $10 to $12 
million. This would be a 30-year 
bond paid for through an increase 
in property taxes. The rough 
estimate for a $10 million project 
is 92 cents per $1,000 of assessed 
valuation.

During the town hall 
meeting the district has 
prepared a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation that aims to 
illustrate the long list of 
deficiencies in the current 
building and the various options, 
renovation, complete remodel or 
new construction.

KDF Architecture from 
Yakima, which has spent years 
consulting for the district, will be 
represented during the meeting. 
The firm will present the various 
project options and the rough 
cost estimates for each.

“When I came in as CEO, I 
knew that we had been sitting on 
a project here for many years,” 
Bostrom said. 

Continued on Page 10

Build new or renovate, hospital 
district must make a decision
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NEWS
BRIEFS

 High  Lo  Pre.  Sn.
June 21 76 48 
June 22 87 56 
June 23 85 53 .03
June 24 74 51 .01
June 25 73 52 
June 26 79 49 .23
June 27 52 42 .65
8.35” precipitation year-to-date

(Readings are for previous 24 hours)

Soft white wheat, bushel ............ $7.00
Club premium, bushel .................$0.00
Hard red wheat, bushel ...............$7.55 
Barley, ton ...............................  $182.00

(Wednesday quotation f.o.b. Ritzville)

• MARKETS

• WEATHER

Life Care to host 
fireworks display

Life Care Center (LCC) of Ritzville is set to host their annual fireworks show in celebration of Independence Day.
This year the fireworks event is 

scheduled for Monday, July 2, beginning approximately at 9:30 p.m. and takes 
place on the center’s lawn. Everyone is welcome to attend and encouraged to 
bring the entire family for this fun filled evening. Free popcorn and lemonade 
are available to those in attendance. It 
is requested that participants bring their own lawn chairs or blankets.

LCC of Ritzville is located at 506 
South Jackson. For more information 
call the LCC office at 659-1600.

Hospital district 
plans executive 
session

An executive session of the board of commissioners of Adams County Public Hospital District No. 2 will be conducted Thursday at 6 p.m. at the hospital.
On Tuesday, June 19, the 

commissioners voted unanimously 
to offer the position of CEO to Rick 
Richards.

The purpose of the executive session is to negotiate contract terms.

AA meetings to 
begin at Eagles

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
meetings are now available on Monday and Thursday evenings at the meeting 
room of the Eagles Lodge. This 
Thursday, June 28, is the first meeting at this location.

For information contact Randy, 659-0183. The Eagles Lodge is located at 105 North Washington Street in Ritzville.

Holiday deadline 
for The Journal 
announced

Next week, the deadline for 
submissions to The Ritzville Adams 
County Journal will be Monday at noon, as the newspaper is going to be printed on Tuesday, July 3, due to the July 
Fourth holiday on Wednesday.

Newspapers will be delivered to 
subscribers with regular mail delivery on Thursday, July 5.

The Journal office will be closed 
from July 4-6 in observance of the 
Fourth of July holiday. 

The office will return to regular 
business hours beginning on Monday, 
July 9. 

www.ritzvillejournal.com

For your own prints of pictures 
featured in the Journal, visit 
the Ritzville Journal Web site 
and follow the blue button

By Katelin Davidson
News Editor

Nearly 240 members of the Kulm family gathered together at the Ritzville Wheat Land Communities’ Fairground’s on June 22-24 to celebrate the 20th reunion in the family’s history. This is the first time that the Kulm family has traveled to Ritzville for their family reunion. The family traveled from all over the United States, as well as from Germany and Turkey, to attend the celebration. The oldest member in attendance, June Brown, is 94 years old and serves not only as the family’s main historian, but also as the family member who began the biannual reunions. 
In 1973, her father requested a birthday party and wanted all of his relatives to attend. Brown did not know many of her family members but reached out to as many as she could, and eventually had 112 members attend the birthday celebration.
“The majority didn’t know more that four or five people,” Brown explained about the birthday party. “They all wanted to have reunions and in 1974 we had the first one.”
The first Kulm reunion took place in Spokane and coincided with the World’s Fair held there that year. Although the exact amount of Kulm’s who attended was not recorded, Brown remembers that there were well over 200 family members. 
After the initial reunion, it had been decided that the Kulm family reunion would be held every other year and rotate between six different states: Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, South Dakota and Nebraska. A unique aspect of the family is that they work as an association and have board members to represent all branches of the family. There is one board member from each of the six states that the reunion travels to as well as a representative for each branch of the family or an age group. 

Additional states and countries that are represented on the board are Massachusetts, Michigan, Rhode Island, Montana, Nevada, Germany and Switzerland. There are eight lines of lineage in the Kulm family: Katharine, Alexander, George, Christian, John, Elizabeth, Matthew and Jacob. Of those lines, two remain in Europe and the rest of the lines are across the United States.The Jacob line composed about 90 percent of the Kulm family in attendance at the reunion and is one of the branches of the family that had settled in Ritzville in the early 1900s. Elizabeth was the first member of the Kulm family to immigrate to America.
“Elizabeth came out here to find a husband,” Brown explained. “She was one of the first three families to settle in Odessa in 1898.”
Elizabeth had originally settled in South Dakota where she met and married Jacob Schiewehe before moving to what is now the city of Odessa. Brown said that the Kulm family is initially from a village in Ukraine that is about 55 miles north of a major city, also called Odessa.  Brown serves as the family historian and has been able to create a family tree to include more than 1,600 family members. 

The family tree filled the entire back wall of the exhibit hall at the fairgrounds and had been listed by family line, with pens attached for family members to make corrections or additions. 
In 1995, Brown published a book called “Kulms on two Continents: Annals and Biographies.” After the publication of the book, Brown came into contact with family members in Australia and joked how she would now have to change the name of the book.
“It took about 20 years to collect all of the information,” Brown said about the nearly 2,000-page hard cover book. “The writing was the easy part.”The Kulm family is considered to be Black Sea Germans, but they emigrated to the U.S. from Russia. The majority of the family settled in the Dakotas, but when 

those states filled with immigrants, some of the Kulm family continued west and many became wheat farmers. In 1908, Brown’s father, Alexander, moved to Ritzville but the majority of land had already been homesteaded, preventing him from becoming a farmer. Alexander and Jacob Kulm both raised their families in the Ritzville area while John’s family had established in the Schrag area. Brown fondly remembers her years in Ritzville and said that her favorite years in school were junior high, which she attended in Ritzville. 
The majority of the Kulm family moved in 1931 with one family remaining in Ritzville. Brown commented that a fair amount of descendents still live in Ritzville or the surrounding communities. 
The main concentration of the Kulm family is currently in southern Idaho, but with such a large family, members can be found across the U.S. Brown currently resides in Texas, where she relocated in order to be closer to her children. 
The Kulm’s enjoyed a weekend of festivities and participated in events that have become a tradition at the reunions. Brown used to be the coordinator of the reunions, but decided to pass the torch to another family member and now spends her time at reunions socializing and laughing with her family. 

The family enjoyed three home cooked meals a day, and on Saturday enjoyed a meal complete with beef donated by a local Kulm family. Taylor Kulm, an incoming freshman at Lind/Ritzville High School, sold her steer to her parents at the fair last year and they donated the meat to the reunion. 
On Saturday, 238 Kulm family members gathered for a family photo at the fairgrounds and used this opportunity to find relatives they had not been able to reconnect with yet. Even though it was a family reunion, introductions were made continuously throughout the day and many enjoyed the opportunity to try to discover just how they were related. 

Kulm reunion welcomes more than 200

The Grateful to be Alive Block Party on Friday, June 29 serves as an opportunity for three businesses to show appreciation for their customers and a time for the 
community to celebrate being alive and healthy. 

The event runs from 4 to 8 p.m., is hosted by Hometown Family Medicine, Ritzville Drug Company and The Ritzville Adams County Journal, and serves as 
a fundraiser for the Relay For Life of 
Ritzville event that takes place at the 
Ritzville High School track on July 13-14. 

Ritzville City Council has approved the street closure for Railroad Avenue and the street is going to be closed from noon until 9 p.m. on the day of the event. 
Entertainment, activities and food 

are all provided during the event, with 

donations encouraged. Garrett Lee Bartley, former graduate of RHS, is performing live at the event and his songs are a perfect blend of country and rock music. 
Mike Telecky is barbecuing a variety of foods to appeal to all ages. Food provided at the Block Party includes: chicken, hot dogs, sausage on a stick, baked beans and chips.
 Beverages include water and 

smoothies, which will be made with fresh, local fruits. Cotton candy is also available at the block party.
Youth have the opportunity to 

participate in a wide variety of games, 
with prizes awarded at the majority of the activities. Tickets are available for purchase and cost 25 cents per ticket, or six tickets can be purchased for $1. 

The majority of the games only cost 

one ticket to participate. These games 
include the dart toss, fishing game, duck pond, prize wheel and Plinko. 

A 27-foot long tropical bounce house with a climbing wall inside that leads to a nine-foot slide is going to be available for children to climb and play in for three tickets. From 5-7 p.m., a dunk tank provides community members with the chance to dunk participating business owners and employees.  
A face painting booth is going to be set up and for two tickets, children can choose a design to have drawn on their face. Chalk art and a basketball hoop are going to be available for use without the cost of any tickets. A clown will roam the streets providing entertainment during the Block Party. 

The American Cancer Society plans to have booth at the event to promote healthy living and discuss programs available to locals dealing with cancer. The ACS booth also plans to have informational material for the Relay For Life event. 
Grateful to be alive tie-died t-shirts created for the event are going to be 

auctioned off during the celebration to help to raise proceeds for Relay For Life.  
The event serves as an opportunity for community members and customers to celebrate healthy lifestyles and enjoy an evening of entertainment. 
For more information about the event, contact any of the businesses: Hometown Family Medicine, 659-4800: Ritzville Drug Company, 659-0250: The Journal, 659-1020.

Block party to celebrate life, benefit Relay for Life

Journal photo by Katelin Davidson
FAMILY REUNION. The Kulm family gathered together on June 22-24 at the Wheat Land Communities’ Fairgrounds to celebrate their heritage and participate in family 
bonding experiences. There were 238 family members registered as being in attendance when the above photo was taken on Saturday afternoon. The family spent the 
remainder of the day playing games and competing in the Ag Olympics. There were five lines of families at the event, the largest being the Jacob family, who compose 
about 90 percent of the family members pictured. The Kulm’s have a family reunion every other year and travel between six different states. 

The Worst Seat In The House

To the Victors goes the Gold Ball...

By Dale Anderson, Sports Columnist
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Big effort earns state championship

Local teams in action this weekend

The winter sports season is beginning for both the Lind-Ritzville/

Sprague Broncos and the LaCrosse-Washtucna/Kahlotus Tigercats. 

The LRS basketball teams play in their fi rst home game in Gilson 

Gymnasium on Friday, Dec. 7, against Columbia-Burbank. The girl’s 

varsity game starts at 6 p.m. with the boy’s varsity team taking the court at 

7:30 p.m. 
On Dec. 8, the LRS wrestling team travels to Spangle for the Liberty 

Tournament, beginning at 10 a.m. Also on Saturday, the LRS basketball 

teams take on the Reardan Indians in Reardan, with game time set for 6 

p.m. for the girl’s varsity team. 

The Tigercats play in the second game of the season in Tekoa on 

Friday, Dec. 7, with the girl’s team taking the court at 6 p.m. followed by 

the boy’s varsity game at 7:30 p.m.

On Dec. 8, the Liberty Christian team travels to Washtucna to take on 

the Tigercats, with the varsity games beginning at 5 p.m. 

Two named as WIAA 

Athlete of the Week

Broncos’ Quarterback Dylan Hartz and Tigercats’ running back Sawyer 

Hostetler have both been named as a WIAA Athlete of the Week.

Hostetler received the honor during week 11 of the football season 

when the Tigercats took on Almira-Coulee/Hartline (ACH) in the fi rst 

round state tournament game. The victory against ACH moved the 

Tigercats on to compete in the quarterfi nals against Liberty Christian. 

Hostetler had 32 carries for 212 yards on the ground and ran into the 

end zone for one touchdown. He also led the team in tackles with 15.

Hartz received week 13 honors when the Broncos battled against 

Waitsburg-Prescott in the semifi nal game. Hartz was 11-17 passing for a 

total of 242 yards and a touchdown to help the Broncos earn a semifi nal 

victory. 
Defensively, Hartz had two interceptions, one that he returned for a 

score, and he also recovered a fumble.

For a complete list of WIAA Athlete of the Week Winners, visit http://

wiaa.com and follow in the “programs and events” link.

Broncos win, 21-19

I’ve wanted to write about the Bronco 

football team for a few weeks now, but like 

all true sports fans, I was afraid that I might 

bring bad luck to these guys. Superstitious? 

Well maybe a little. But I didn’t want to see 

a good thing come to an end and wonder if 

bragging a bit might cut short a storybook 

season. 
Since our young heroes of the Bronco 

gridiron have brought home a fi rst place 

trophy, I can fi nally say what I feel about this 

group of young men. 

Anytime a team can go 13-0, it certainly 

is a special season. I can honestly say that 

the Broncos had the most diffi cult road to 

the state championship than any of the 16 

teams. After winning the Bi-County/NE 2B 

championship, the Broncos would basically 

follow that up by winning the SE 2B 

championship. 
The Broncos played fi ve of the six teams 

from our neighboring league taking out the 

Asotin Panthers, TOR Nighthawks, DeSale’s 

Irish and the defending state champion, 

Waitsburg-Prescott Cardinals, in consecutive 

weeks. The last three teams had beaten each 

other and had only one loss until they met 

the Broncos. By the way, LRS beat Tri-Cities 

Prep in week three of the season.

With the exception of the Asotin game, 

a lot of people thought LRS would struggle 

against the SE teams. Now the Broncos did 

bend a few times, but they made the big play 

when it counted and therefore marched on 

again and again. Some say that you need to 

beat the champion to be the champion. So 

when the clock went to .00 at Lampson Field 

on November 24, it was time to set their 

sights for the number one rated team in the 

state. 

When it came time to play the Morton-

White Pass (MWP) Timberwolves the “real 

experts” were convinced that LRS would 

have no chance against the big T-Wolves. But 

since so many fans from eastern Washington 

showed up, they thought it would be best 

that the game should still be played (hint of 

sarcasm here). On http://BSports.org, there 

were predictions on the outcome of the 

championship games. The computer predicted 

that MWP would shut out the Broncos 21-0. 

At least the computer was correct in choosing 

21 as the winning team’s score. 

Getting to know the Broncos up close 

and personal, it is easy to see that size isn’t 

the deciding factor in any game, and really 

shouldn’t be. Computers can put scores and 

statistics in the database and it will spew out 

numbers. The only problem that I see in this 

scenario, is that a computer can’t measure the 

heart in this team. 

I will tell you this, MWP was the most 

physical and the toughest opponent that the 

Broncos faced this year, and since they lost 

in the fi nal last year, they had a great deal of 

motivation to prove that they were the best of 

the 2B teams this year.

After the fi rst drive of the game, I’m sure 

the T-Wolves believed they were going to 

score in the 40-point neighborhood. But all 

afternoon, they had to wonder how the boys 

in red could keep coming back and moving 

the chains on big fourth down plays. 

The back breaker was a 24-yard gain on 

fourth and 19, with about three minutes left. 

The Dylan Hartz pass to Conner O’Neill was 

huge, followed by a Hartz keeper that gained 

14 yards to the four. 

Then O’Neill took the pitch to the right 

side goal line, and the Broncos again had the 

lead, this time for good.

But like any great game, it’s not over 

until the clock runs dry. MWP had good fi eld 

position with less than two minutes left but 

they were forced to pass, and Hartz made a 

spectacular one-handed interception.

The Broncos could not quite run out the 

clock, and on fourth down, Cort Ruzicka’s 

punt was blocked and MWP had one more 

chance to spoil the Broncos’ trip home. With 

four seconds left, Tyler Greenwalt slipped 

inside of the left tackle’s block and got 

his hand on the QB’s arm and the pass fell 

incomplete about fi ve yards away. Game, set, 

match, to the 2012 Lind-Ritzville/Sprague 

Broncos.
There were so many kids who left it all 

on the fi eld last Friday, and the fans from the 

three communities were most appreciative. 

After the game ended, I was told that cheering 

could be heard in downtown Ritzville from 

the folks who stayed in town. That’s cool!

In 1973, the Sprague Vikings 

beat Clallam Bay in the very fi rst B-8 

championship game. In 1980, the Ritzville 

Broncos dropped North Beach for the B-11 

gold ball. In 2004, Mike Lynch’s fi nal team, 

the Lind-Ritzville Broncos came back to beat 

DeSale’s 25-21. And of course Lind-Ritzville/

Sprague will be engraved in the spot reserved 

for 2012.
Each championship team has its great 

story and this one was very special. This 

championship is the fi rst for LRS and Greg 

Whitmore as the head coach. Great job, and 

congratulations this year goes out to Coach 

Whitmore and his assistants: Aldrich, Hilzer, 

McGregor and Lynch.

It is said that to the victors go the spoils, 

but this year it will include the gold ball!  

Championship apparel available

Any individual interested in ordering Lind-Ritzville/Sprague football 

championship apparel can visit http://www.rushteamapparel.com/wiaa-

2012-football/. 
If individuals hope to purchase apparel as a Christmas present, 

especially for personalized apparel, orders should be placed as soon as 

possible to allow adequate time for the order to be processed.  

State Championship Stats 

LRS
MWP

Score    21  19

First downs   13  14

Rushes-yards (net)  35-75  37-195

Passing yards    107  90

Total offense plays-yards  54-182  45-285

Penalties-yards   2-10  3-35

Possession time   27:30  20:30

Third-down conversions  5 of 13  6 of 9

Fourth-down conversions  4 of 4  1 of 2

Red-zone, scores-chances  3-3  2-3

Lind-Ritzville/Sprague

Rushing
Carries  Total TD Longest  Average

Connor O’Neill  14 52 1 9  3.7

Cort Ruzicka  11 27 1 7
2.5

Dylan Hartz  10 -4 0 12
-.4

Passing Complete -Attempt-Intercepted Yards TD Longest Sack

Dylan Hartz 11-18-0    98 1 23 1

Cort Ruzicka 1-1-0    9 0 9 0

Receiving  Number  Yards Touchdown Longest

Conner O’Neill  5  43  0  23

Cort Ruzicka  3  23  1  15

Ryan Whitmore  2  26  0  17

Matt Fryberger  1  8  0  8

Punting
Number  Yards Average  Longest

Cort Ruzicka  3  95 31.7  35

Kick returns  Number  Yards  Touchdown Longest

Tyler Greenwalt  4  96  0  56

Tackles
Solo-Assisted  Total for loss

Jarradd Morley  5-2   1

Matt Leffel  4-1   0

Dylan Hartz  2-4   1

Jacob Saetre  2-4   0

Morton-White Pass

Rushing   Carries  Total TD Longest  Average

Brian Reynolds  16 98 1 15
6.1

Gianni Bertucci  12 68 0 20
5.7

Rylon Kolb  6 21 1 12
3.5

Tyler Barnett  3 8 0 5
2.7

Passing Complete-Attempt-Intercepted Yards TD Longest Sack

Rylon Kolb 3-8-1    90 1 41 0

Receiving  Number  Yards Touchdown Longest

Gianni Bertucci  2  74 1  41

Zach Elswick  1  16 0  16

Punting   Number  Yards Average  Longest

Brian Reynolds  1  40 40  40

Kick returns  Number  Yards  Touchdown Longest

Gianni Bertucci  2  41 0  25

Tylor Payne  1  10 0  10

Tackles   Solo-Assisted  Total for loss

Gianni Bertucci  5-6   0

Spencer Seymor  3-5   0

Ben Wright  4-1   1

Jeff Fenbert  2-4   1

Quarter Time Scoring Play

First 10:32 MWP-Rylon Kolb 12-yard run, Brian Reynolds kick failed

2:51 LRS-Cort Ruzicka two-yard pass from Dylan Hartz, Matt Leffel kick

Second 11-52 MWP-Brian Reynolds 15-yard run, Spencer Seymor rush fumbled

Third 7:57 LRS-Cort Ruzicka three-yard run, Ruzicka pass from Dylan Hartz

3:38 MWP-Gianni Bertucci 33-yard pass from Rylon Kolb, Reynolds kick

Fourth 2:00 LRS-Conner O’Neill four-yard run, Matt Leffel kick blocked

The underdogs proved west 

side prognosticators wrong Friday 

in the Tacoma Dome with clutch 

plays, a positive attitude and a 

never-say-die work ethic.

The Lind-Ritzville/Sprague 

football team stunned Morton-

White Pass several times, doing 

things the Broncos were not 

supposed to be able to do against 

a strong, scoreboard dominating 

opponent.
Leaning on each other, the 

Broncos’ enormous fourth quarter 

effort gave them a 21-19 victory in 

the WIAA Gridiron Classic for the 

2B State Football Championship.

Before the title game, the 

Timberwolves had never been 

scored on in the fi rst quarter, trailed 

in a game and never lost a game 

during the season.

The Broncos ignored all of that 

and mounted a memorable fourth 

quarter comeback with just three 

minutes left to play.

Faced with a fourth down play 

where they needed 19 yards to stay 

on offense, quarterback Dylan Hartz 

delivered a huge pass to Connor 

O’Neill, who snared the pass 

despite tight defensive coverage.

“At fi rst when I threw it I 

thought it was under thrown a little 

but luckily it got to him,” Hartz 

said. “He made a great play on 

the ball. He pulled it down. I kept 

looking… did he get the fi rst did he 

get the fi rst. Luckily he just made 

it.”
The 22-yard gain ensured a fi rst 

down as the Broncos then set their 

sights on the end zone. They were 

trailing 19-12 at the time.

Hartz rushed for another fi rst 

down, punching the ball up the 

middle on an option play when he 

held on to the ball and scampered 

inside the fi ve-yard line.

With two minutes to play the 

Broncos took the lead on an O’Neill 

run to the corner. Matt Leffel 

provided the critical point after 

kick, making it 21-19.

“The bigger the venue, the 

bigger the game the bigger they 

play,” head coach Greg Whitmore 

said of the Broncos.

After the score, the 

Timberwolves secured good fi eld 

position after the kickoff. Facing a 

potent offense, the Broncos were 

doing everything they could to 

keep MWP from scoring with 1:41 

seconds remaining in the game.

Then Hartz came up with 

a game saving play when the 

Timberwolves threw a pass under 

pressure along the sidelines. Hartz 

leapt and made an unexplainable 

one-handed interception.

“Oh my gosh. I don’t know 

why I went up with one hand. 

I just came down with the ball. 

I don’t know how I did. It was 

unbelievable,” said Hartz of his 

leaping interception.

Unable to obtain a fi rst down 

and control the remaining time 

on the clock, the Broncos went 

to punt the ball, hoping to pin the 

Timberwolves deep. Instead, the 

MWP line rushed punter Cort 

Ruzicka and blocked the punt, 

grabbing great fi eld position.

The Broncos, by that time, 

driven by adrenalin, would not be 

denied. With four seconds to play, 

Tyler Greenwalt halted the assault 

by sacking the Timberwolves’ 

quarterback as time ran out and the 

Broncos became state champions 

for the second time since 2004.

“Unbelievable. You know what, 

we talked out there in the huddle 

right there we said ‘this is no more 

diffi cult or challenging or tense 

than the last fi ve weeks we’ve been 

playing.’” said assistant coach Jason 

Aldrich. “We just said to go out 

there and execute, be in the right 

position and play our tails off and 

that’s what those kids did. And they 

made some unbelievable plays.”

Going into the game, the 

Timberwolves were averaging 42 

points per game and only allowing 

4.3 points per game. Whitmore 

knew the deck was stacked against 

the Broncos.
“This team was a great team 

(MWP). We knew they could 

run the ball. We knew we were 

banged up. We didn’t have the 

size,” Whitmore said. “We knew 

they would get six, seven yards a 

pop. We knew they had big plays 

like they did their fi rst drive. But 

our kids don’t ever give up. And 

obviously we put ourselves in some 

bad situations you would never 

want to get into, but on fourth and 

long we make a throw over the 

middle to Connor. There was a 

big throw on fourth down to Ryan 

Whitmore to get a fi rst down and 

of course that one-handed catch 

interception.”
Hartz was quick to note that 

a fi rst quarter fumble played a key 

role in the game and set up the 

Broncos fi rst score.

“It was back and forth. Luckily 

our offense came through to put 

some points on the board when 

it mattered. We got a couple 

turnovers. That fumble recovery 

early to help us get on the board, 

that was big,” Hartz said of the win. 

“I think on offense, really I felt 

like I was comfortable all night. I 

was just slinging the ball around. 

I wasn’t really thinking that much 

just playing the game.”

The Timberwolves scored fi rst, 

easily marching down the fi eld on 

their fi rst possession, scoring in a 

12-yard running play.

After the Broncos recovered 

the fumble, they responded with 

a touchdown of their own as Cort 

Ruzicka snared a two-yard pass 

from Hartz. Leffel delivered his fi rst 

of two extra points for the night.

The Timberwolves scored again 

in the second half on a 15-yard 

pass play, but missed their second 

consecutive extra point attempt.

Trailing 12-7 at the half, the 

Broncos got a huge break from 

Tyler Greenwalt when he took the 

third quarter kickoff more than 50 

yards to set up good fi eld position. 

After converting on fi rst down, the 

Broncos scored on a three-yard 

Ruzicka run. Hartz connected with 

Ruzicka for a two-point pass play, 

giving the Broncos the third quarter 

lead 15-12.
The Timberwolves scored once 

more in the fourth on a 33-yard pass 

play.
The late game comeback by the 

Broncos ignited a huge celebration 

when time fi nally ran out.

“This game was everything. 

What we’ve been working for 

all year. All season,” said Cort 

Ruzicka. “When Dylan Hartz made 

that interception. That just made 

the game for everyone. Everyone 

went crazy in the stands on the fi eld, 

Whitmore and everyone.”

Ryan Whitmore agreed.

“It’s unbelievable. Even in June 

during practices we thought this 

was the year. If there was a year to 

do it, it’s this year and next. We sure 

got it done,” said Whitmore. “We 

had some games we had trouble 

with, even during this game. With 

people getting hurt and bad plays. 

But we held together as a team. 

We stuck with it. We’re brothers 

out there. And we’re going to be 

brothers forever.”

Award List

Best Single Ad for Single Advertiser-Promoting a Sale or Event — Second and Third Place,  
Best Branding Ad-Single Ad for Single Advertiser — Third Place, Use of Process Color in a Full Page Ad — Third Place,  

Use of Process Color — First, Second, and Third Place, Best Health or Medical Story — Second Place, Best Business News Story — Third Place,  
Best Government Reporting — First Place, Best General Feature Story-Long — Second Place, Best Personality Profile-Long — Third Place,  

Best Sports News Story — Second Place, B/W Feature Photo and More — First, Second, and Third Place, B/W Photo Essay — First and Second Place,  
B/W Sports Photo-Action or Feature — First and Third Place, Spot News-B/W or Color — First, Second, and Third Place,  

General News-B/W or Color — Second Place, Color Feature Photo — Second Place,  
Color Pictorial — Second Place, Color Sports Photo-Action — First Place

The Ritzville Adams County Journal won 27 Washington 
Newspaper Publisher Association (WNPA) awards this year. 
The Journal produces quality content and engaging news 
coverage and commentary with effective and visually appealing 
advertising design. The Journal staff takes pride in covering 
Eastern Adams County and the surrounding area in print,  
on our website and via Facebook and Twitter.

Stay in the know, with your  
award winning local paper
www.ritzvillejournal.com
(509) 659-1020 


